
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 5, 2026 

 

Via email to: 

 

Iulia.Vann@Alleghenycounty.US   

EmGreen@pa.gov 

 

Cc: Sara.Innamorato@Alleghenycounty.US  

 

Re: Requests pertaining to Environmental Justice provisions for anticipated Hot Strip Mill Installation 

Permit public process  

 

Dear Dr. Vann and Emily Green: 

 

The undersigned organizations and individuals request the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) and the 

PA Department of Environmental Protection coordinate in order to provide the following public accommodations 

for the pending release of the Edgar Thomson Hot Strip Mill draft installation permit.  These requests align with 

Pennsylvania’s Environmental Justice policy, updated in January 2026. This policy calls for required, enhanced 

public participation for projects that affect environmental justice areas, including public meetings or hearings and 

technical assistance for the community.  We are hoping that ACHD and the PA DEP can work together to provide 

this for the communities in the proximity of Edgar Thomson, which are environmental justice communities in 

PAEnviroScreen. (Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Environmental Justice Policy, adopted 

Jan. 3, 2026.) 

 

We are requesting the following actions: 

• Follow the guidelines of Pennsylvania’s Environmental Justice policy trigger provisions for Title V major 

source emitters. 

• Provide technical consulting assistance to impacted environmental justice communities at least 3 weeks in 

advance before the closing of the public comment period. 
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• Hold at least one EJ community public meeting in addition to the required comment period at least 3 

weeks in advance of the closing of the public comment period.  This meeting should have an open 

microphone format so that all participants can hear all questions and answers during the meeting.  People 

should be able to sign up to speak in advance and during the meeting.  There should also be options to 

participate and comment remotely online as a hybrid meeting. 

• Extend the public comment period to at least 45 business days in order to accommodate these additional 

meetings and sources of information. 

 

We also respectfully request that all documents responsive to all current Right to Know requests pertaining to this 

permit application be provided before the draft permit is issued for comment.   

 

Success in the Hot Strip Mill permit process would mean not only a strong binding permit that uses best available 

technology and protects public health, but also a process that is transparent, well-publicized, and technically 

informed review that gives impacted environmental justice communities a meaningful chance to understand the 

proposal, shape the record, and trust the final decision. 

 

We appreciate ACHD’s continued improvements in community engagement, and we welcome further discussion. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Edith Abeyta 

North Braddock Residents For Our Future 

1527 Wolfe Avenue 

Braddock PA 15104 

412-295-1795  

edithabeyta@gmail.com 

 

Nickolas Bartel 

Clean Air Campaign Manager 

PennFuture 

200 First Avenue STE102 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

201-340-6586  

Bartel@pennfuture.org 

 

Patrick Campbell 

Group Against Smog & Pollution 

1133 South Braddock Avenue, Suite 1A 

Pittsburgh, PA 15218 

(412) 924-0604 

patrick@gasp-pgh.org 

 

Annie E. Fox  

Staff Attorney 

Clean Air Council 

1617 JFK Boulevard, Suite 1130 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

215.567.4004 ext. 109 

afox@cleanair.org 
 

 

 

 

Lindsay Fraser, MPH 

Director of Healthy Homes 

Women for a Healthy Environment 

7371 Thomas Blvd 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208 

lindsay@whepa.org 

 

Deborah Gentile, MD 

Medical Director  

Community Partners in Asthma Care 

deborahgentile092465@gmaill.com 

 

Edward C. Ketyer, MD 

Physicians for Social Responsibility Pennsylvania 

1735 Market Street, Suite A # 510 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Tel: 609.874.9230 

info@psrpa.org 

 

Lisa Graves Marcucci 

PA Community Outreach Coordinator 

Environmental Integrity Project 

370 Temona Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

412-897-0569 

lgmarcucci@environmentalintegrity.org 
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Ana Hoffman 

Air Quality Program Director 

CREATE Lab 

Carnegie Mellon University 

4720 Forbes Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

ana@createlab.org 

 

Matthew Mehalik, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Breathe Project 

1435 Bedford Ave. Suite 140 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

412-514-5008 

mmehalik@breatheproject.org 

 

Aarushi Pant 

Executive Director of Allegheny County Clean Air 

Now (ACCAN) 

832-613-3297 

aarushi@accan.org 

 

Howard M. Reiger 

East End Neighbors Fight Pollution 

6315 Forbes Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-303-4942 

hmrieger@gmail.com 

 

Wanda Wilson, Western PA Advocate 

PennEnvironment 

412-608-8735 

wanda@pennenvironment.org 
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